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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-31 remained pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-31, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Walker 
U.S Patent: 6, 553. 346). 

As per claims 1-3, Walker discloses a system for auctioning consumer demand to 
suppliers comprising: 

a request adapter for receiving a first data set in a first protocol, converting the first data 
set to a second data set in a second intermediate protocol and then, converting the 
second data set to a third data set in a third protocol (see column 5 lines 25-67 and 
column 6-12 lines 1-65) 

a request preprocessor (see column 9 lines 30-46) for receiving the third data set from 
the request adapter and filtering the third data set (see column 2-5 paragraph 0015- 
0053) 

a virtual group processor(see column 9 lines 30-46) for receiving the third data set, 
which has been filtered by the request preprocessor and un-rejected, and creating at 
least one group, including the third data set and other data sets in the third protocol; and 
a dynamic packaging orchestrator and continuous shopping engine (DPOICSE) for 
managing the at least one group, shopping for bids on at least one product represented 
in the at least one group, and booking the at least one product based on the received 
bids(see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 4, Walker discloses wherein the request preprocessor filters the 
third data set based on a set of elimination rules that eliminate or accept the travel 
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request, based on a consunner's flexibility and the travel request availability, (see 
column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 5, Walker discloses wherein if the third data set does not meet the 
elimination rules it is rejected, (see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65) 

As per claim 6, Walker discloses wherein the virtual group processor creates the at 
least one group or processes the third data set individually, (see column 5 lines 25-67 
and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 7, Walker discloses wherein the DPO/CSE manages the at least one 
group by applying flexibility rules, (see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1- 
65). 

As per claim 8, Walker discloses wherein if the at least one group represents a 
plurality of products, the DPOICSE manages the at least one group by disassembling 
the plurality of products and re-assembling the plurality of products into one or more 
combinations of products before shopping for bids, (see column 5 lines 25-67 and 
column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 9, Walker discloses wherein the DPOICSE shops for bids on the one 
or more combinations of products by submitting bid requests to suppliers and receiving 
one or more bids for the one or more combination of products, (see column 5 lines 25- 
67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 10 Walker discloses wherein the suppliers submit the one or more 
bids to the DPOICSE manually or automatically through proxy agents, based on proxy 
trading rules, (see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 1 1 , Walker discloses wherein the DPO/CSE books the one or more 
combination of products based on event and availability information, (see column 5 lines 
25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claims 12-14, Walker discloses a travel information system for auctioning 
consumer demand to suppliers comprising: 

a request adapter for receiving a PNR from a distribution system and converting the 
PNR to a travel request (see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65) 
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a request preprocessor for receiving the travel request from the request adapter and 
filtering the travel request, based on a set of elimination rules, (see column 2-5 
paragraph 0015-0053) a virtual group processor for receiving travel requests, filtered by 
the request preprocessor and un-rejected, and creating at least one group, including the 
travel requests and other travel requests; and 

a dynamic packaging orchestrator and continuous shopping engine (DPOICSE) for 
managing the at least one group, shopping for bids on at least one product represented 
in the at least one group, and using events and availability information to obtain the at 
least one product represented, and booking the at least one product, (see column 5 
lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 15, Walker discloses wherein the virtual group processor creates the 
at least one group or processes the travel request individually, (see column 5 lines 25- 
67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 16, Walker discloses wherein if the at least one group represents a 
plurality of products, the DPO/CSE manages the at least one group by organizing the 
plurality of products into one or more combinations of products before shopping for bids, 
(see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 17, Walker discloses wherein the DPO/CSE shops for bids on the 
one or more combinations of products by submitting bid requests to suppliers and 
receiving one or more bids for the one or more combination of products, (see column 5 
lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65), 

As per claim 18, Walker discloses wherein the suppliers submit the one or more 
bids to the DPO/CSE manually or automatically through proxy agents, based on proxy 
trading rules, (see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claims 19-21 . Walker discloses a method for auctioning consumer demand 
to suppliers in a travel information network comprising the steps of 
transferring a PNR from a distribution system to a request adapter for conversion to a 
travel request; 

transferring the travel request from the request adapter to a request preprocessor, 
filtering the travel requests with the request preprocessor; 
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transferring the filtered travel requests that are un-rejected to a virtual group processor; 
forming at least one group, including the travel requests and other travel requests with 
the virtual group processor (see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 
, and transferring the at least one group from the virtual group processor to a dynamic 
packaging orchestrator and continuous shopping engine (DPOICSE) that: 
manages the at least one group (see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65) 
shops for bids on at least one product represented in the at least one group, receives 
bids on the at least one product represented in the at least one group, and books the at 
least one product based on the received bids, (see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6- 
12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 22, Walker discloses wherein the forming step further includes 
forming the at least one group or processing the travel request individually, (see column 
5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 23, Walker discloses wherein managing the at least one group 
further includes applying consumer and supplier profile rules to the travel request, (see 
column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 24, Walker discloses wherein managing the at least one group 
includes disassembling a plurality of products and re-assembling the plurality of 
products into one or more combinations of products before shopping for bids, (see 
column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 25, Walker discloses wherein receiving the one or more bids at the 
DPO/CSE further includes receiving bids from suppliers that have submitted the bids 
manually or automatically through proxy agents, based on proxy trading rules, (see 
column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 26, Walker discloses wherein the step of booking the travel request 
includes acquiring the one or more combination of products based on event and 
availability information received by the DPO/CSE. (see column 5 lines 25-67 and 
column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claims 27-29, Walker discloses a method for booking a travel request 
comprising: receiving the travel request; 
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continuously shopping the travel request at a distribution system; 
reevaluating a price offered at the distribution system to fulfill the travel request, and 
booking the travel request at the distribution system if it is detemriined that an 
appropriate price is offered at the distribution system, (see column 5 lines 25-67 and 
column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 30, Walker discloses a dynamic packaging orchestrator and 
continuous shopping engine (DPO/CSE) 
comprising: 

a dynamic packaging management module for dividing one or more grouped travel 
requests into a plurality of individual requests represented in the one or more grouped 
requests and creating additional requests based on flexibility rules(see column 2-5 
paragraph 0015-0053) a dynamic connection constructor module for receiving the one 
or more grouped requests and generating a list of alternate requests, based on a 
consumer's flexibility, and submitting the alternate requests to the dynamic packaging 
management module; and a bid management module for (see column 5 lines 25-67 and 
column 6-12 lines 1-65) 

receiving the plurality of individual requests, the additional requests, and the alternate 
requests from the dynamic packaging management module, offering the plurality of 
individual requests, the additional request, and the alternate requests for bidding (see 
column 2-5 paragraph 0015-0053)receiving bids on the plurality of individual requests, 
the additional requests, and the alternate requests and determining whether one or 
more of the bids are acceptable, and 

booking one or more of the bids that were acceptable with a distribution system, 
(see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6-12 lines 1-65). 

As per claim 31 , Walker discloses a method for providing item requests 
comprising: 

receiving requests for items from at least one of a plurality of sources; processing the 
requests for items received in a standard format or converting the request for items 
received in other formats to a standard format (see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 6- 
12 lines 1-65) 
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eliminating the request for items that fail to meet a predetermined criteria; reorganizing 
the request for items into groups having the same or similar items; 
offering the groups for bid to prospective suppliers (see column 5 lines 25-67 and 
column 6-12 lines 1-65) receiving a bid from at least one of the prospective suppliers 
that fulfill an item within one of the grouped request for items and repeatedly shopping 
at least one of the request for items at distribution system in pre determined time 
intervals until the at least one request is satisfied, (see column 5 lines 25-67 and column 
6-12 lines 1-65). 



5. Applicant's arguments filed 4/20/2006 has been fully considered but they are 
moot in view of new grounds of rejections. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number is 703- 
305-1874. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 703-308-0505. The fax phone numbers 

for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 

for regular communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

CG 

January 21, 2006 
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